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Ms Marianne Eastgate is a family historian, second President of the Queensland Family 
History Society, and currently Hon. Treasurer of Queensland Historians Institute. 
Brigadier Frank Roger North, C.B., M.C & Bar, E.D. (1894-1978) was 
the grandson of Lt. Joseph North, one of the early pioneers of the 
Brisbane Valley region. Although not a soldier by profession, Frank 
served with honour in World War I both at Gallipoli and in France. 
After the war Frank resumed his career as a solicitor and went to 
Townsville in 1923 to work for the firm of Roberts, Leu & Barnett 
(later renamed Roberts, Leu & North). Shortly after his arrival Frank 
was asked to take command of a CMF Regiment, the 31st Battalion 
the Kennedy Regiment. Though he had had a short break between 
1929-1933 being the early years of his marriage, he was still in this 
position at the outbreak of war in September 1939. 
At that time the Australian Army in North Queensland consisted 
of only a few regular soldiers and two militia units, the 31st Battalion 
and the 51st Battalion (Far North Queensland Regiment). In August 
1940 Frank was promoted to Brigadier i/c of the 11th Brigade which 
consisted of the aforementioned battalions. For many months 
following Japan's entry into the war this Brigade was the only force 
available to provide the initial defence of North Queensland. The 
Garrison Battalion at Townsville was pathetic, consisting mainly of 
a volunteer defence corps, according to Miles (p. 122), who "trained 
with jam tins full of sand and rifles made of wood." There were 
insufficient air-raid sirens, virtually no street lighting, provisions for 
firefighting were inadequate and noone was responsible for the co-
ordination of the civil defence services. 
Although it is not the place here to go into a discussion about the 
Brisbane Line which had its origins in a plan prepared by Lord 
Kitchener in 1911, many people believed that this lack of military 
supplies and men in North Queensland and the general 
unpreparedness there gave credence to the remark by E.M.Hanlon, 
Queensland Minister for Health and Home Affairs reported in the 
Telegraph of 11 May, 1939, that "The ancient plan of defending the 
south-east portion of the continent and abandoning the rest is still 
the basis of Australian military policy." 
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In March 1942 Frank was transferred to Brisbane to command the 
7th Infantry Brigade, one of his duties being to try to sort out 
problems arising between the Australian and American troops 
stationed there. He was eminently suitable to do this with his 
background of soldier and lawyer. In November of that year he was 
to investigate the riot known as the Battle for Brisbane. Frank was 
not in Townsville for the historic Battle of the Coral Sea but in 
December 1942 returned, appointed to a new post as Commander 
of No.l (North Queensland) Lines of Communication, Sub-Area 
Townsville Fortress, a position he held tiU the cessation of hostilities. 
His duties were administrative: to liaise between the civilian and 
various military groups, to prepare plans for the defence of North 
Queensland and for the possible evacuation of civilians from there. 
By the time Frank returned to Townsville the normal peacetime 
civilian population of about 28,000 had been swelled by the influx 
of 100,000 Australian and American troops. Major problems 
encountered were provision of housing, supplies and amenities; 
hygiene and traffic control. Surprisingly perhaps, Frank considered 
the last to be the most pressing because, in addition to unpaved and 
poorly lit roads, the Americans caused chaos by sometimes driving 
on the left, sometimes on the right. Provosts were required to be always 
on duty at principal intersections. Housing was acquired either by 
official requisition or by private treaty. For extra food supplies field 
bakeries were set up at both Charters Towers and Townsville. 10,000 
gallons of milk a day came all the way from the Malanda Butter 
Factory on the Atherton Tablelands. A large vegetable farm worked 
by 200 Italian prisoners of war was established at Home Hill and a 
meatworks at Pentland run by the Army Butchering Go. The local 
water supply from the Ross River was unable to cope so all troops 
had to be encamped near their own individual creeks or bores. 
Amenity premises were taken over for the Red Cross, Comforts' Fund 
and Toe H. Wet and dry canteens were provided and entertainments 
in the form of military and civilian concert parties. Hygiene control 
required the inspection of all eating and entertainment places and of 
refuse dumps. Extra toilet facilities were required throughout the city 
and malarial control led to the draining of town swamps and lagoons. 
All this was organised by various joint military-civilian Committees. 
Good liaison between the city authorities and the military was 
obviously very necessary; however it was difficult and time-consuming; 
there were no regulations to enforce co-operation which was all done 
on the basis of personal relationships. In addition no supreme 
commander of the forces had been appointed and each branch, 
including specialist units such as the Carrier Pigeon Lofts, Mobile 
Bath and Laundry Units, Water Transport Companies (to name a few) 
had their own commanders. 
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The Torres Strait Light Infantry Battlion on an Outrigger near Thursday Island in 1945 
John Oxley Library 
The defence of North Queensland required keeping open the then limited 
Lines of Communication and their extension. There was only one largely-
unformed main road from Brisbane to Cairns running close to the coast and 
near the railway line; and three single-link trunk railways — Brisbane to 
Cairns, Townsville to Mt. Isa and Rockhampton to Hughenden. Wet weather 
washouts of bridges, particularly the Burdekin Bridge occured every year from 
1942 to 1945. There were only a few aerodromes and limited shipping services 
to and from Brisbane. Owing to the vulnerability of the coastal lines which 
could be cut easily at any place by an invading force, new roads were built 
from Townsville to Hughenden then on to Longreach and Rockhampton; also 
an all weather inland defence road (822 miles long) from Charters Towers 
to Ipswich via Clermont, Emerald and Gayndah. In addition the Americans 
constructed large aerodromes at Townsville, Reid River, Charters Towers and 
Cloncurry. 
By virtue of its location on the coastUne Townsville itself required extensive 
defences to protect both the city and the port from any possible enemy landing. 
Anti-aircraft guns and coast artillery were set up around the city and further 
fighter strip aerodromes built. 
A plan for the possible evacuation of civilians by rail and road to the west 
was prepared by military-civilian representatives. Three more withdrawal roads 
were built from Townsville to Charters Towers. The State Government 
organised reserves of food with all leading Townsville storekeepers; in addition 
large stocks of flour were stored in Stuart Gaol. Extra petrol for civilian use 
was kept at strategic locations en route. Feeding places and rest areas were 
established. Special provisions were made for moving banks and their money. 
In 1971 Brigadier North's contribution to all this was summed up in an 
article in Volume 5 (page 192) of Crossed Boomerangs, the journal of the 
31st Battalion : "His boundless drive and energy, his tact in deahng with 
civilian authority and his keen understanding of men contributed greatly to 
the maintenance of the high standard of the functioning of the Lines of 
Communication throughout the war, as well as the maintenance of morals 
and well-being of the troops under his command or staging through the area." 
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